In *Ebola: The Natural and Human History of a Deadly Virus*, David Quammen expertly dissects the complex, terrifying narrative of the 2014 Ebola outbreaks in West Africa and the Democratic Republic of the Congo, putting them in a historical perspective and carefully delineating what scientists do and do not know about the Ebola virus, its suspected reservoir, and its paths of transmission. The book briefly discusses what is known about the related family of Marburg viruses as well. This slim paperback reads somewhat like a travel adventure/detective story, but it is packed with extensively-researched scientific information that the reader can pursue further through the bibliography.

This book is adapted from a much longer book, *Spillover*, where Quammen examined the leaps of pathogens from animal reservoirs to human hosts. Quammen's writing addresses the chief concerns of epidemiologists and modern microbe hunters in a world where zoonoses are becoming increasingly common and describes the facts surrounding the Ebola epidemic without hyperbole or sensationalism. Richard Preston's *The Hot Zone* gave the public a misleading impression when his book described Ebola victims' cadavers: "After death, the cadaver suddenly deteriorates: the internal organs...have already begun to dissolve, and a sort of shock-related meltdown occurs." Quammen counters that it is his "duty to advise that you need not take these descriptions quite literally" (p. 47). This is merely one example of the way in which Quammen separates fact from fiction, delivering an objective, empathetic look at the horrifying devastation that the Ebola virus leaves in its wake.

Whether he is describing the tedium of a fruitless search for gorillas (the first victims to fall to the virus) or the forced quarantine of a scientist due to possible exposure to Ebola virus through a needle stick, Quammen paints a vivid portrait of the human side of the epidemic. The tale of Ebola is told both from the victims' perspective and that of the scientists and public health investigators tasked with tracking down an elusive microbial enemy. Like Carl Zimmer and others who write for a target audience of non-scientists, Quammen's vivid prose is accessible and he clearly defines and explains scientific concepts to reach a wide array of readers. A sketch map of Africa is provided in the introduction to mark the sites described later in the text, but the book is devoid of any of the ghastly images we have come to associate with this epidemic. Based on his narrative, readers do not need pictures to appreciate the impact of the virus. Students of epidemiology, virology, and general microbiology will appreciate the clarity and depth given to this topic in such a brief but deeply engaging volume. Instructors will undoubtedly turn to anecdotes from Quammen's book to enhance their presentations on Ebola, and may assign selected chapters for homework readings, or even the entire book as a larger assignment. The material is covered at a level that can be understood by students in introductory microbiology courses for both majors and nonmajors. While Quammen states in the introduction that this book is just a "partial view of the history and science of Ebola, and a somewhat personal one" (p. 2), it provides a valuable resource for both science educators and the general public to understand the context of the Ebola epidemic and why it is crucial to appreciate that the "problem of the Ebola virus is both acute and chronic" (p. 111). Although the book obviously could not examine all of the dynamics of the 2014--2015 epidemic as it continues to unfold in real time, its value lies in sharing lessons learned from the past and providing a critical look at the complex variables faced by public health officials dealing with Ebola outbreaks.
